The acute toxicity of Riedeliella graciflora in laboratory animals.
Riedeliella graciflora is a plant mainly found in southeast South America and related to bovine mortality in Sao Paulo State, Brazil. Our laboratory showed that cattle intoxicated with 10 g R graciflora leaves/kg had organ congestion, edema and hemorrhage. The aim of this study was to determine which laboratory animal species would present the same lesions found in cattle. We also studied the effects of administering parts of the fruits or leaves po, sc, ip or im. All the laboratory species developed organ congestion, edema and hemorrhage and severe nephrosis regardless which plant part was given or the route of administration used. The effects were more intense in animals dosed with R graciflora fruits ip.